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SCALZI SCHOOL OF DANCE

Presents

"OUR FAVORITE THINGS”

AQUINAS JR. COLLEGE MAY 16, 1981
Jackson Road $3.00 Donation |
Newton, Mass. 8:00 P.M.
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THE SHIP

USS UNDERWOOD (FFG 36) is the 29th ship of the OLIVER
HAZARD PERRY class of Guided Missile Frigates and the first of
the third generation of that class. UNDERWOOD has incor-
porated several new systems such as Integrated Naval Tactical
Data System (NTDS), Satellite Communications and Navigation
Systems, Integrated Electronics Warfare Detection Systems, and
a third Command and Decision computer which allows for future
Anti-Submarine Warfare improvements. The key to success in
todays tactical environment is the ability to respond rapidly and
effectively to any given situation. UNDERWOOD's systems are
designed to meet these vital requirements. UNDERWOOD has
been built primarily to provide in-depth protection for military and
merchant shipping, amphibious task forces, and underway
replenishment groups.

The Combat Systems new and innovative design integrates a
computerized command and decision system with the ships sen-
sors and weapons. Three computers provide a rapid evaluation of
potential threats detected by the ships radars, sonar, and other
sensors. Should the need arise surface-to-air and surface-to-
surface missiles, a rapid fire 76MM gun, close in weapons
system (CIWS), ASW torpedoes, and the embarked LAMPS llI
helicopters can quickly be employed to strike hostile targets or
counter threats from aircraft, ships, or submarines.

The propulsion system is a computer controlled gas turbine
power plant with engines similar to those found on the Air
Force's C-5A strategic transport. The main engines can be “on
the line” and ready in less than one-eighth the time required for a
conventional steam propulsion plant.

In keeping with the minimum manning concept of the FFG-7
class, several labor saving devices have been installed to reduce
the number of personnel required to man the ship. Also some im-
provements have been made in shipboard habitability such as
lounge areas in each berthing space instead of one lounge for
the entire ship.

COMMANDING
OFFICER

COMMANDER
ANDREW C. BECK II,
UNITED STATES NAVY

Commander Andrew C. Beck Il was born 10 March 1944 at Laconia, New Hamp-
shire. He moved, at an early age, to St. Johnsbury, Vermont where he graduated
from the St. Johnsbury Academy. Commander Beck entered the United States
Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland in July 1962. Upon graduation in 1966, he
was commissioned an Ensign in the US Navy and assigned as Gunnery Assistant
in USS Philip (DD-498) homeported at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. One year later, he
became Combat Information Center Officer and served in that capacity until his
reassignment to combat duty in Vietnam in August 1968. For thirteen months,
Commander Beck was the Senior Patrol Officer for River Division 591 operating in
the inland waters of The Republic of Vietnam from Cambodia to the Gulf of
Tonkin. Following graduation from destroyer school in June 1970, Commander
Beck became the first Engineer Officer in USS Bowen (FF-1079) homeported in
Newport, Rhode Island. In October 1972, Commander Beck received orders to
USS Marvin Shields (FF-1066) in San Diego, California, as Executive Officer where
he served until August 1974. Commander Beck was then ordered to his first shore
duty as a student at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California. He
graduated with a Masters Degree in Mechanical Engineering in December 1976
and proceeded to the Bureau of Naval Personnel where he assumed duties as
assistant Lieutenant Commander Assignment Officer. He was detached in
January 1979 and reported as Aide and Flag Secretary to Commander Cruiser-
Destroyer Group FIVE. In June 1981, Commander Beck was ordered to attend the
Prospective Commanding Officer Course at Newport, Rhode Island and the
Senior Officer Ship Material Readiness Course at Idaho Falls, Idaho and ultimate-
ly to duty as Commanding Officer, USS UNDERWOOD (FFG 36).

Commander Beck is authorized to wear the Bronze Star with Combat
Distinguishing Device, the Combat Action Ribbon, the Vietnamese Staff Medal,
First Order and other expeditionary, campaign and service awards. He is married
to the former Jereldine Ellard Collins of Dover, New Hampshire. They have a
daughter, Allison, and a son, Andrew Ill. The family resides in Bath, Maine.



